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AND THE USUAL FEATURES 


Editorial 


Ar the time this appears about ten per cent of the librarians of this country will be studying 
how best to profit by the Hastings conference at the end of the month. The town itself is 
interesting, the old and new being combined in a quite graciously intriguing manner, and the 
library service there is worthy of attention. We say that pointedly because the pressure of 
these meetings is so great that the library of the place, the local example of all librarians stand 
for, is, by the majority, not even visited. In our Oétober issue we hope to give an impression, 
at any rate a preliminary one, of the proceedings. From the advance notices, which are all 
that are as yet available, they are to revolve somewhat loosely round staff, stock, and standards, 
which can be made to cover the whole of librarianship, so that we need not descant upon its 
importance or pretend that it presents any original subject. Its treatment we hope will be so, 
as the most ordinary library topic is an old one, but fresh light upon it is always possible. The 
speakers appear to be all librarians of relatively small libraries and, as these comprise 75", at least 
of public libraries, there can be no quarrel with that. The new chairman of the L.A. Education 
Committee, Mr. W. B. Paton, is to look again at the pressing question of staff recruitment 
and training ; we know he will look with clear eyes at a real problem. The Annual Lecture 
will be by Sir Ben Bowen Thomas, who is Permanent Secretary of the Welsh Department of 
the Ministry of Education. There will be the usual section meetings, annual dinner, and 
exhibition, We may be sure that the Presidential Address will be characteristic of Mr. C. B. 
Oldman, which means that it will be a scholarly reflection of many or some of his wide range 
of library interests; and also that, under his guidance, the whole conference will be 
managed well. 
* * * * * * 

A burning topic of recent months is, again, one of the oldest—the book that is, or is 
alleged to be, obscene. Lately the Swindon magistrates attempted what centuries of censors 
have failed to do. Amongst a set of books seized from a local bookseller and indicted betore 
them was a frankly translated and illustrated edition of the Decamerone; they ordered it 
to be burnt. As an expression of their disgust it may stand within the precincts of their court, 
but to the world of letters it is incredible even to laughter. Thence has followed 
correspondence in papers of various kinds debating the matter, some pointing out for the 
benefit of the salacious what other classics should be suppressed, and thus undoubtedly giving 
a fillip to the reading of them by some who would have remained unsullied in their ignorance. 
Was not Jane Eyre burned in New York less than a century ago and —was it at Hull fifty 
years ago >—] om Jones, to protect girls from their contaminating influence 7? They now appear 
in school examination lists. Whatever the merits of the action to which we refer and the still 
more abortive action in a higher Court this year against well-known publishers as alleged 
issuers of obscene books, experience has proved repeatedly that suppression can make serious 
errors and that no good book can be suppressed for long. Nevertheless the public librarian, 
and we suggest the commercial lending librarian, have some responsibility. 


We do not choose books for ourselves, or use our own money in buying them. Whatever 
may be the individual attitude towards certain types of book, it is clear that most men and 
women do not want their homes i inv waded by them. Very s soon the av erage librarian | w who does 
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not exercise discretion in his choice (or want of choice) will find he is endeavouring to justify 
himself to his readers or his committee. Choice is the only means of, or approach to, censorship 
that the general librarian needs to exercise. When all is said the books we have in mind in this 
discussion are those that deal with undisciplined sex. No great or really literate writer, we 
may say as a general rule, deals with this subjeét in a salacious manner, though there is 
evidence that there is a large market for writers of low grade who deal with it so invariably ; 
their works, however, do not come into public libraries except by carelessness. It should be 
realized that only one novel in a decade that is unduly frank 1s worth the clamour that can be 
raised for or against it. When, however, a fine book, otherwise, deals with a subject which is 
life itself, some way of keeping it out of the hands of youth can be devised. But adults are 
responsible for what they themselves read. If they choose badly, the librarian is not to blame. 


+ * * * * * 


It may be that this subject will be on the agenda somewhere of the Conference ; and 
especially we hope that someone will draw attention to the interesting article on English 
libraries contributed by Mr. Bryon to the Wilson Library Bulletin for May last. Speaking with 
justified appreciation of the B.N.B., he declares that it will replace as a book-selection guide 
the almost universal practice of public librarians of choosing their stock from what the 
booksellers’ bagmen carry. We do not know on what evidence it is asserted that this is a 
general practice. We have large experience in book-selection but have never allowed the said 
bagman to influence our selection one iota although we have occasionally glanced at actual 
books he may have shown. If the assertion is true it is a most damnable indictment of our 
failure in surely the most important of our duties. Even if it can be urged that, with the 
avalanche of books coming into libraries, the choice of individual books on satisfactory 
grounds is very difficult, the librarian has his own knowledge of authors, publishers and 
critics to guide him. We prefer to believe for the majority of libraries that the assertion is 
mistaken and, for the rest, we can only wish them enlightenment. 


* * * * * * 


The Annual Report of the L.A. is more condensed than usual, but nothing essential 
seems to be omitted. The paper on which it is printed for 1953 is inferior, but that may not 
unduly trouble us, although organized librarians should be content only with the best in 
book-production. That, indeed, is the view of the Publications Committee we understand, 
and we make this point only because it is one reflection of the rigid retrenchment that has 
been practiced. The accounts show that we have managed to secure a balance of £4,139 by 
sacrifices in all directions, some, as those by the A.A.L., showing generosity. Perhaps a few 
years of austerity will avail to build the reserve safety and fighting fund the Association ought 
to possess. The Report is available to every member and if, as we hope, it is read it will 
convince its 11,673 members—there are 12 other transitional members of the A.A.L. who 
seem a long time in transit—that their association is run efficiently and economically. 


* * * * * * 


Charles Nowell, whose death and in brevity his life, are recorded in this issue, will be 
greatly missed by this generation of librarians. Faith in his work and strength and honesty 
in pursuing it won him such laurels as librarianship affords, but as Mr. Sayers suggests, to 
many it will be his personal kindliness that will survive. Those who read the Manchester 
Review, which he brought to such excellence, will know that whenever one of his Staff left 
him or was promoted in his service an appreciation of his work appeared in it over the initials 
C.N. It was pleasant to note in the Manchester Guardian a \etter from Mr. Peter Mullins of the 
Theatre Royal, York, saying that the theatre which Jast planned in the Central Library, was 
not opened as a professional theatre until 1947 but had built since a reputation equal to that 
of the famous repertory theatres at Birmingham, Bristol and Liverpool. “This was mainly 
due to the fine business sense and great artistic sense that Mr. Nowell possessed. Manchester 
must be grateful to him for regaining for the city the prestige that its repertory theatre 
movement held under Miss Horniman at the Gaity Theatre”’. 
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This Question of Card Reproduction ! 


By A. C. Curtis anp R. F. Smrru (Lindsey and Holland County Library, Lincoln) 


DurinG the past few months various articles and letters have appeared in the professional 
papers on efforts which are being made to eliminate copy typing, particularly with regard to 
catalogue cards. In all cases it seems evident that an old friend—the stencil rotary—is falling 
out of favour ; indeed, but for Mr. Johnson’s article in the LisrAry Wor.p in May this year, 
the treatment has varied from complete apathy to curt dismissal. 

Some six years ago a hand operated Roneo “500” Duplicator was purchased to be used 
for purposes common to all libraries. It was also intended to use it experimentally with the 
objective of preparing for use at all full-time branches a complete catalogue on cards, for the 
use of readers as well as Staff, of all non-fiction books: the result was successful. After the 
experimental period one of the first tasks embarked upon was the completion of a card catalogue 
of films and film strips in the Visual Aids Department. Copies of this catalogue were to be 
supplied to every school equipped with projectors : this project involved the initial use of a 
quarter of a million cards, and quarterly additions. 

The Roneo “500” Electric now being used can undoubtedly be given high praise for 
speed. The reproduction is of a quality to satisfy the most fastidious and all but the smoothest 
cards feed through the machine without difficulty. Furthermore there is no question of waiting 
for the ink to dry, and, most important, there is perfect registration. 

The work of the Accessions Department was reviewed and it was agreed that all 5 by 3 
cards used in connection with books—catalogue, location index, tracing index, stock and 
main entry for the Regional Bureau—could be reproduced from one stencil. The Economy 
Size Stencil (9 ins. by 8 ins.), made by Messrs. Roneo, Ltd., was considered to be the most 
suitable and economical. It was estimated that to purchase a sufficient quantity to enable all 
non-fiction in stock to be included in the catalogue would cost not less than £2,000. With 
the hope of reducing this cost an enquiry was made to Roneo Ltd., about making a special 
drum to serve our requirements, and also smaller stencils: this enquiry did not produce a 
satisfactory response. However, Mr. Smith, whose responsibilities include the Accessions 
Department, evolved a method of overcoming these difficulties which had the effeét of 
reducing the cost of stencils from £2,000 to £333. Part of this method consists of cutting the 
Economy Stencil into three equal strips and temporarily masking approximately two-thirds 
of the drum. By doing this it is possible to run off cards for all the purposes referred to earlier 
in this paragraph with one single typing only. 

Before the method described in the preceding paragraph was decided upon, various 
ideas were tried or considered, some of them seemed quite satisfactory at the time. The 
following are a selection in brief :— 

(2) One typing leaving off the subject heading for typing in later. An uneven result and quite 
a job when multiplied by the number of catalogues. 

(6) Typing several entries on to one stencil, feeding large size cards and cutting the card down 
to size after duplication. Impracticable where maximum use is to be made of one typing 
as extra copies of a title need more of one type of card ; it is obviously more economical 
also to cut the stencil which is “single” rather than the finished cards which are “multiple”, 
providing the machine is capable of perfect reproduction. 

(c) Typing one stencil for each entry—a retrograde step. 

(d) Typing one stencil only with a heading and moving the feed over to allow the cards to 
either take a subjeét entry or a main entry. This means only one typing for each book. 
Good as far as it goes. 

(e) The present method which is merely an extension of (d), resulting in only one stencil 
being used to catalogue three titles. 

This method, although somewhat unorthodox, is not difficult and is very far removed 
from the tedious and unclean amusements of the spirit flat-bed duplicator. A junior assistant 
who joined the staff only a few months ago has taken the operation in her stride and can justly 
be said to “turn a nifty card”. The duplicated catalogues now number fifteen. Originally 
there were sixteen, but the sixteenth was last seen in the 1953 flood disaster, and is not now 
deemed to be a floating asset. 
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The staff of the Accessions Department consists of Mr. Smith and three assistants on the 
General Division. They deal with an average intake of 4,000 volumes per month—this figure 
includes School Libraries stock. They also catalogue all additions to the Gramophone Record 
and Visual Aids Departments, the loading and unloading of five vans on their monthly visits 
to County Headquarters, and rebinding. Mr. Smith, in addition to being in charge of this 
Department is also responsible for Statistical information, Book exhibitions, and takes charge 
of Distriéts in the absence of any Distriét Librarian. The clerks being of different ages are 
paid at different points on the General Division. For composite work of this nature it does 
not seem advisable or necessary to record time on any individual job. For these reasons no 
attempt has been made to cost Staff time. The following figures therefore relate only to 
materials used during 1953 :— 

Non-fiction added (1953), 6,300 or 4,200 titles. 

Number of duplicated catalogues, 15. 

Number of cards in total, catalogue—126,000 ; other—13,600 ; totalling—139,000. 

Number of stencils, 1,400. 


Cost of cards at one £121 12 6 
Cost of Stencils at 5d. each £29 3 4 
Cost of ink, electricity, etc. fl 5 0 
Or approximately }d. per card, or Od. per title. Total £152 0O 10 


S oughts on Librarianship for Youth Libraries 
ome Though Lib hip for Youth Lib 
By W. C. Berwick SAYERS 

Ir seems so short a while since librarianship sat the Cinderella in the communal house and 
Still to some our work is as interesting a rice pudding to a girl recently emancipated from 
boarding school. But when I refleét upon the relatively respectable place Cinderella occupies 
now, possibly fortified with a domestic diploma, and level with, if not superior to, her 
household associates, | sometimes wonder by what part she came to her present relative 
dignity. I did once venture to assert to a distinguished younger but not young librarian that 
it was because our children’s libraries have formed, or in part formed, the present generation 
of readers. He could not remember the conditions of readers when the century began. He 
scouted the suggestion, Of course, in any good thing that exists many factors have contributed 
to its being. 1 still think, nevertheless, that | was right for, in the past fifty-five years, thirty 
of them have seen libraries widen with education, and the most quickening impulses come 
from the younger end ; indeed, for at least twenty years the whole of the readers who really 
matter have been brought up in children’s libraries. 

The importance of work with youth can be exaggerated no doubt. Even the Library 
Association held recently that libraries for them are not so important as a dozen other libraries 
or, indeed, subjects. The subject was graded below Final level. This was undoubtedly wrong, 
was remedied as we became wiser, and now the L.A. Students’ Handbook, 1954, shows it may 
be taken as Part 4 of the Final Examination. The arguments against such recognition are 
easily understood. The book-world for the young seems a circumscribed affair until one really 
Studies it and recognizes the way in which by progressive Stages it invades and annexes much 
literature not originally written for young readers. The work itself appears to be the mere 
handing of books to kids, the core of whose mental life is controlled not by librarians but 
by teachers, sometimes by parents. Shelves and tables and other furniture in these libraries 
may be lower than similar things for the grown-up but that is a mere detail ; indeed, most of 
children’s librarianship is so like that for general readers that to isolate it is unwise. This is 
to simplify too glibly, although I pause at the word isolate and its suugestions. No sensible 
person would set limits to libraries; they cover all existence, or could do so; but all 
specializing menaces the balance of life and it is well to consider the goal of our work. 

To supply children with the pleasure, the dramatic joy if you like, that books can give 
is doubtless a desirable end in itself; it gives him other worlds ; beyond this, if a child 
becomes an habitual book-user, he becomes thereby a permanent patron of some sort of 
library. That alone would justify any boosting that this work may need. That, however, 
would be one of the best gifts that schools could give to children, although teachers cannot 
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New and forthcoming books 
A History of India 


J. C. POWELL-PRICE. = This book should prove the most authoritative and 
up-to-date in its own field. With full documentation, it traces the develop- 
ment of India from the early civilisations in the Indus Valley up to the present 
day— including in its scope religion, education, art, literature, architecture 


and the condition of the people. 63 half-tone plates and 25 line maps. 42s 
The Life of David Hume 
1711 — 1776 


E. C. MOSSNER, Professor of Literature, University of Texas. A definitive 
biography, containing much new material, by the author of The Forgotten Hume. 
Indispensable for all who are interested in David Hume the man or the writer, 

in Scottish domestic history, or in eighteenth-century European literature. 
Two full-colour and 18 black-and-white half-tone illustrations. about 42s 


GALVESTON ISLAND BARNABY RICH 


edited by WILLIS W. PRATT, THOMAS M. CRANFILL and 
Professor of English, University of DOROTHY H. BRUCE. The 
Texas. The recently discovered biography of a soldier, sea captain, 
journal of Francis Sheridan, a young freebooter, courtier, reformer and 
Englishman who visited Texas in the informer, whose autobiographical 
year 1839—an observant and sprightly — writings held the interest of Queen 
narrative. 12s 6d Elizabeth and Shakespeare. 1os 6d 


Aspects of Miniature Painting 
TORBEN HOLCK COLDING. A sumptuous edition de /uxe devoted to the 


development of the art of the miniature in Europe, particularly in England, 
France and Scandinavia. Over 200 miniatures reproduced in half-tone. 
Buckram binding, with slip-case £6 6s 


Roman Imperial Money 
MICHAEL GRANT, Professor of Humanity, University of Edinburgh. A 


book about Roman imperial coins for the general reader, avoiding technical 
terms as far as possible, but supplying Pa glossary to explain them when their 


use is unavoidable. 80 half-tones and 41 collotype plates. 50s 
Parkside Works 36 Park Street 
Edinburgh 9 N E LSON Loudon Wr 
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create it unless they are able to give children access to adequate school libraries ; it is not 
necessarily the work of the children’s librarian. The children’s librarian exists primarily to 
produce, by every means except dragooning, adult readers who use books naturally and without 
any of the compulsions of the school, necessary as these may be in their place. The task 
comes to some by natural endowment, but they are fewer than is generally thought. There 
are many children who are born readers ; to a certain age most children are, but after that 
they need all the persuasions of pleasant rooms, delectable books and the many direé and 
extension methods of the modern children’s library. 

It becomes evident that for such librarianship a special training is essential and, because 
of our aim, it should be allied both to the work of reading in school and to the reading of 
adults. A children’s librarian should not be a teacher but should have clear conceptions of 
what teachers are about. She should be, in libraries, rather more than a children’s librarian. 
Her knowledge of other departments and of all sorts of books should be adequate ; is short, 
it can be argued that no librarian should be exclusively and permanently allocated to the 
children’s library. At the same time her work in it should not be fitful and intermittent, 
something inserted at odd times among other duties. 

For many years papers on children’s reading have been read at library meetings, but real 
children’s libraries as we now have them are so recent that when in 1920 or thereabouts | 
gave a public lecture on the subject at University College, London, The Times next day had 
a leading article upon it. You and 1 know how much older were our efforts. Children’s 
librarians gathered slowly, although there were women whose sole work was the care of the 
Children’s Halls at Cardiff in the late nineties, and at Leeds, Miss Hummerston managed the 
children’s work, and actually had story hours somewhere about 1910. I visited Leeds more 
than once at that time, but unfortunately cannot remember what the predecessors of such 
splendid libraries as that at Crossgates today were like. At University College in the thirties 
I gave a course of six lectures on the subjeét in First Term for a few years, and, after the war, 
this was taken over by Miss Eileen H. Colwell, herself a pioneer, and continued until the 
School of Librarianship became entirely post-graduate. Other ventures were made in London 
and elsewhere and the week-end conferences of the Youth Libraries Section, the successor 
of the separate Children’s Librarians’ Association, have been of much value, as were last year 
thirteen evening lectures at the N.-W. Polytechnic. 

This year, however, the appearance of the subject in the Final impressed the Youth 
Section with the urgent need “to ensure that adequate and satisfactory training facilities were 
available”. They were seconded with understanding and practical help by Mr. P. H. Sewell, 
and the result was the pioneer course at the North-Western Polytechnic Library School of 
which he is director. The course was pioneer in being full-time for six weeks, from 
April 26th to June 5th, and my study of the time-table assures me that “full-time” it was ; and 
because it could attract L.E.A. grants and was systematically planned. It had on its sub- 
committee of management some of our leading children’s librarians and a most capable Hon. 
Secretary in Miss Jean Butler of the Hertfordshire County Library. The lecturers were, in 
my view, carefully chosen and apt for the task, which was strenuous. There were 25 students, 
including one who came specially from America. The sessions began at 10 a.m., and ended 
at 4 or 5 p.m., with a break of 1} hours, and usually consisted of two morning sessions, and 
one afternoon one, which was occasionally varied by visits to schools, libraries, or other 
appropriate institutions. The course was based on an extensive review of children’s literature 
in sixteen lectures by Miss Colwell on its contemporary forms, and four by Miss M. F. Austin 
on its history. There were three on voice production—and an excellent intrusion by Miss 
Hood of the Rose Bruford School of Music and Drama; Mr. J. J. Sullivan (H.M.I.) gave 
three on Education; and Miss G. Keir, of University College, gave six lectures and led a 
discussion on Psychology. On the library side, Miss D. D. Chilcott gave 24 lectures on the 
administration of children’s libraries, the longest course we have had yet in England; Mr. 
H. R. Mainwood three lectures on School libraries, with a visit and a discussion ; and there 
were a number of individual lectures by John Bell of the O.U.P., Misses Eleanor Graham, 
N. A. Dale and F. P. Parrott, and Messrs. M. S. Crouch and S$. C. Dedman. 

I was privileged to give a short introductory address, and to be present six weeks’ later 
at a final summing-up session, where a happy meeting, with I believe every student present 
and several of the lecturers, as well as the officers of the N.W.P. Library School and the 
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SCIENCE IN HISTORY 
J. D. BERNAL 


Here in one volume is an account of science and of history from the earliest times to the 
present day. The result of patient research (it has taken six years to write) and the mature 
reflection of a profoundly original mind, this monumental work may be considered Professor 
Bernal’s magnum opus, not only because of the vital importance of the story it tells, but because 
it describes with rare clarity how the powerful instruments science has placed at our disposal 
came into being, and what they can do for good or ill. 
To be published November 4th Illustrated, Demy 8vo, 992 pp. 42s net 


INTRODUCTION TO PHILOSOPHY 
DR. JOHN LEWIS 


How many of us have often wished to look in at the great philosophical debate but have 
been deterred by the jargon in which it is so often conducted ? Dr. John Lewis has taken 
extreme care in forestalling the difficulties which usually beset the reader with no special 
philosophical training with the result that this story of philosophy, from the gropings of the 
Early Greeks to such modern schools as Logical Positivism and Dialectical Materialism, makes 
easy as well as informative reading. 
To he published October 2\st 21s net 


SOCIAL ORIGINS 
A. M. HOCART 


A. M. Hocart had the gift of making anthropology as exciting as a detective story. This 
posthumous work, edited by Lord Raglan, will rank as one of his most important and 
fascinating contributions to the history of human culture. A delightful guide in the 
exploration of the dim beginnings of civilization, this is a book that is as absorbing as “The 
Golden Bough.” 
To be published September 2nd 10s 6d net 


SCIENCE AND SOCIAL ACTION 
W. J. H. SPROTT 


This is a clear and authoritative account of what science can contribute to urgent problems 
that were formerly at the mercy of guesswork or prejudice in the political arena. No one 
could be better qualified than the author to explain how the strict methods of scientific 
inquiry can be fruitfully applied to social life. 
To be published September 9th 15s net 


Johnson’s Court W A bi T S London, E.C.4 
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Section, for two hours assessed, criticised and appreciated what had obviously been a 
memorable experience for us all. Congratulations are obviously due to the Youth Libraries 
Section, to Mr. P. H. Sewell, whose success here, as in the remarkably popular direétion he 
gives the N.W.P. Library School, is one of the pleasures of my life ; to Misses Chilcott and 
Colwell and Mr. Mainwood, who not only lectured but arranged the lectures by whomsoever 
given on many of the subjects, as well, all through, to the Hon Secretary of the Course, Miss 
Joan Butler, who struck me as being outstandingly efficient. 

I have written thus much because I hope this course, with its social contacts, strenuous 
work, good comradeship, the full amenities of a good college with library, common-room, 
refectory and so on, is merely the beginning of the permanent system of training. There 
should be time before 1956, when it is hoped to repeat the course with all the modifications 
this one has suggested, for the members of this to be fully absorbed into our children’s 
libraries. I would plead with our chiefs to consider the capital advantage to any librarian 
(a) who contemplates becoming a children’s librarian or (6) who is one already, of taking this 
course with a grant to cover the modest costs involved. (The course fee was only £5 for the 
six weeks.) The former will learn the language of the job, the charms and the real difficulties 
and sacrifices it calls for and the rewards it gives, in such completeness that his (or more 
probably her) hope can be established or, what may be equally serviceable, relinquished ; the 
latter will be enormously energized and stimulated by the pleasures of contaét with like minds, 
the discussions of and newest methods, and extending possibilities of a job which, as the Library 
Association asserted so long ago as 1917 at its Annual Conference, should be the foundation 


of all library work. 


Spotlight ... 
By A. G. S. ENser 

To one actively and primarily concerned with 
administration the seeming lack of proportion 
in our professional education becomes in- 
creasingly disturbing. More and more is it 
becoming evident that the Education Com- 
mittee of the Library Association consider it 
more important for our future professional 
librarians to be steeped in the lore of printing, 
cataloguing, classification and documentary 
reproduction than that they should know, 
thoroughly, how to administer a_ public 
service, 

In the eyes of our educational leaders it 
appears of tar greater import that our up-and- 
coming librarians should concentrate on the 
branches or even leaves rather than on the 
trunk of librarianship. 

So much so that the tail now wags the dog ! 
And we wonder why so very few councils 
credit or even acknowledge their librarians 
with any ability to administrate. 

Take, for example, the present syllabus of 
the Registration Examination. Of the seven 
papers constituting the full course, only one is 
directly concerned with organization and 


administration, a second paper deals with 
assistance to readers. Of the other five papers, 
three are on cataloguing and classification, one 
on bibliography and documentary reproduc- 
tion and one on the literature of a special 
subject. Yet, the Registration Examination is 


| 
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“the general professional examination as a 
result of which successful candidates . . . will 
be eligible for registration as Chartered 
Librarians. It will assess the candidates’ 
possession of the knowledge necessary to be 
competent practising Librarians. (The italics are 
mine.) 

I do not decry the need of knowledge by 
librarians of cataloguing, classification, docu- 
mentary reproduction and English literary 
history but let such knowledge be in propor- 
tion to the fundamental requirement of our 
future leaders, the ability to organize and 
administer their libraries. 

As a tutor I am often appalled at the abysmal 
knowledge of the majority of students of the 
elementary bases of organization and adminis- 
tration. Yet, such students have little diffidence 
in expounding on the latest developments in 
pseudo-book classification or some new 
modification to a document reproducer. Glib 
answers on Bliss or Ranganathan will be 
forthcoming, but an ominous silence is usual 
when our future leaders are asked about 
problems, of library finance, committee re- 
lationships, inter-departmental nuances, Purple, 
Crimson or Green book difficulties and public 
relations, incurred daily by their present chiefs. 

A veil had better be drawn over the know- 
ledge our students have of such questions as 
committee and council procedures, Chairman 
and councillors, political minorities and 
majorities, fellow chief officers and so on 
ad nauseum. 
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‘Infinite riches 
in a little room’ 


Marlowe 


Very little room indeed is needed to store microfilm 
records of newspapers. The entire contents of one newspaper 
volume go on a 100ft. reel of 35mm. microfilm, small enough to 
hold in the palm of your hand. This means that bulky, untidy 
volumes can be stored out of sight and replaced by a small filing 
cabinet. The microfilm records are quick to refer to and save 
wear and tear on the originals. 

You can microfilm newspapers and books quickly and easily with 
‘Recordak’ equipment. If you prefer, our experts will do it for you 
on your own premises or at our London or Manchester branches. 


Write for full details to: 


=RECORDRK owision oF Kodak 


| and 2 Beech Street, London, E.C.1. Tel: Metropolitan 0316 
And at I! Peter Street, Manchester 2. Tel: Blackfriars 6384-5 


‘Recordak’ is a registered trade-mark 
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It may be imagined by our theorists that the 
ability to close classify some obscure subject 
as—.2854327219003 or to be able to write a 
thesis on De Worden is the sine qua non of a 
librarian. But, as a realist, I maintain such 
ability is of misplaced value in our educational 
syllabus and valueless in practical everyday 
librarianship unless such a performer has first 
proved himself an efficient organizer and 
administrator. 

Of what value to the prestige of our pro- 
fession is it to bemuse a few so-called intellec- 
tuals with our apparent mastery of the 
intricacies of philosophical classification if we 
repeatedly appear to our fellow officers and our 
readers as incompetent organizers and ad- 
ministrators ? Of far more import to the 
reader is a system that ensures no stupid 
mistakes such as lost tickets, fine notices for 
books already returned and waiting inter- 
minable for urgently required books. Of far 
greater appreciation by our fellow officers and 
employers is the proved assurance that we, as 
librarians, really do know how to organize and 
administer; that we are not nincompoops 
where finance is concerned; that business 
efficiency is just as essential to us as them ; and 
that we are as ever conscious as they are that 
public service demands the utmost of our 
abilities. 

I suggest it is more than time for librarian- 
ship as a profession to take stock of its 
educational requirements and, in particular, for 
the Library Association Education Committee 
to leave its ivory tower where public service 
is only the mat upon which feet are wiped. 

It will be time enough and plenty for our 
Students to study the formation of the branches 
and leaves when they are thoroughly conver- 
sant with the trunk itself. 

The evidence | have, and at first-hand too, is 
that the body of organization and administra- 
tion is not only very imperfectly known or 
Studied but that its offshoots are strangling the 
very life of our calling. 

Your comments are invited. 


Memorabilia 


Movers of resolutions at our Annual Meetings 
cannot express in the wording of them the 
advantages and difficulties of their propositions. 
Every sympathy can be felt for the movers of 
the two we are to consider at Hastings. Mr. 


Luke, whose interventions are always vigorous 
affairs, is to move, “That this A.G.M. instruéts 
the Council to promote without further delay, 


new library legislation, designed to be more in 
keeping with present trends of the library 
movement ; and bearing in mind the possible 
future re-organization of local government 
boundaries”. In the first place, however, 
passed as it stands the Council must apparently 
prepare a Bill whatever the adverse considera- 
tions may be. It is “instructed”. What trends 
of our movement are envisaged and in what 
manner can possible changes in local govern- 
ment be anticipated in a library AG? That a 
new Aé is desirable all may agree, but a 
resolution of this sort, while drawing attention 
to a need, should not do more than show that 
the public library authorities would welcome 
such an Aé. The second motion, by my 
colleague in these columns, Mr. A. G. S. Enser, 
and Mr. Jack Dove, urges in more useful form 
“the Council to consider the reduction of the 
minimum standards of educational require- 
ments for future entrants to the L.A. 
examinations”. I believe this has been con- 
sidered by the Council, which is well aware of 
the difficulties we suffer in our efforts to 
recruit juniors. There can be no harm in 
considering again if five passes at ordinary 
level, or four if one or more of them is at 
advanced level, of the G.C. examination is a 
sensible requirement today. Such matters 
should always be under consideration, but the 
ten per cent of professional and non-pro- 
fessional, qualified and unqualified, young and 
not so young, who make up the A.G.M., are 
wise if they place the matter in the hands of the 
Council for further consideration and report. 
* * 

British Librarians have gone out to serve in 
other countries and in the Empire. One recalls 
F eogh of Yale, Lewin and Rutherford Purnell 
in South Australia, Sanderson and Hilton Smith 
in Toronto, Varley and Freer in South Africa, 
and many more. The latest were Sharr and his 
Manchester colleagues in Western Australia. 
To these is now added L. Montague Harrod, 
who after experience at Wimbledon, a longer 
training at Croydon, where he became librarian 
of the Norbury Library, going thence to 
Mitcham as Borough Librarian before he went 
on to Islington, has now become Municipal 
Librarian, Singapore, and leaves England this 
month, He has done work that would forecast 
his success in the Far East, his Lending Library 
Methods, Glossary and Directory of London 
Libraries, his extension work and new libraries 
at Islington, his leadership in the London and 
Home Counties Branch of the L.A., and more 
recent service on the L.A. Council, are so 
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To be published in September 


THE FAITH OF JUDAISM 


an interpretation for our times 
by 


Dr. ISIDORE EPSTEIN 


Principal of Jews’ College, London 


In this work Dr. Epstein seeks to combat the decay of religious faith which is so 
marked a feature of modern society. It is an authoritative statement and a vigorous 
defence of the fundamental tenets of the Jewish orthodox faith. 


THE SONCINO TALMUD 
complete in 35 volumes 
including an index volume 
With introductions, commentary, notes, 
glossary and indices. 

Editor : Rabbi Dr. I. Epstein, 
B.A., Ph.D., D.Litt. 


THE SONCINO BOOKS OF THE BIBLE MIDRASH RABBAH 
complete in 14 volumes complete in 10 volumes 
with pointed Hebrew text, English with introductions, notes, glossary and 
translation, and verse-by-verse indices. Translated under the editorship 
Commentary in English of 
Edited by The Rev. Dr. A. Cohen, Rabbi Dr. H. Freedman, B.A., Ph.D., and 
M.A., Ph.D., D.H.L. Maurice Simon, M.A. 
THE ZOHAR 
complete in 5 volumes The Soncino Edition of the 
The Cabbalistic Classic rendered into PENTATEUCH AND HAFTORAHS 
English for the first time, under the complete in one volume 
editorship of Edited by 
Maurice Simon, M.A. the late Chief Rabbi Dr. J. H. Hertz 


Detailed prospectuses available from 


The Soncino Press, Museum House, Museum St., London, W.C.1 
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well-known that they afford assurance that he 
will carry competence and enterprise where it 
may be most effective. 

* * * 

George Schwartz made amusing short work 
of the habits of M.Ps who “use” the Library 
of the House of Commons. The report of the 
Seleét Committee on H. of C. Accommodation 
recorded that a check in 1952 showed 700 books 
were missing and that 1953 would probably 
give an even larger number; that in official 
papers mutilation occurred, and “‘whole insides 
of books were sometimes removed and the 
covers replaced” ; M.P.s requiring what they 
thought to be permanent references in official 
papers would scissor them out; and shelves 
were used as dumps for empty bottles. He 
suggests that “the responsible people at the 
British Museum, the Bodleian and other 
keepers of our arts and literary industry . . . see 
that in future no politicians go round the rooms 
and the shelves unescorted”. This, in the 
Sunday Times, Jane 27, 1954. 


Round the Library World 


The Pilgrim Trust continues its notable and 
very valuable assistance to libraries in special 
need and last year gave material help to 
many famous institutions ranging from Lam- 
beth Palace Library to the remote and 
rather inaccessible Innerpeffray Library. 


The third World Conference on Documen- 
tation will be held in Brussels from 11th to 
18th September, 1955, under the auspices of 
the International Federation for Documen- 
tation, the International Federation of Library 
Associations and other organizations con- 
cerned with allied matters. 


Dartmouth College Library, Hanover, New 
Hampshire, U.S.A., now contains over 700,000 
volumes. It was founded in 1770 by the Rev. 
Eleazar Wheelock from his own small collec- 
tion of religious and classical works, and for 
many years grew more slowly than some of its 
famous sister-libraries. During the present 
century the College Library has made rapid 
Strides, largely through valuable benefactions, 
and today its collections are widely renowned. 


The appointment of a new Librarian of 
Congress, intimated in our last issue, naturally 
directs attention to the manifold duties of that 
important office and to the developments on 
which the new Librarian is likely to concen- 


trate in the light of those carried out by his 
immediate predecessor. The work of Dr. 
Luther Evans as Librarian of Congress and the 
expansion of the Library under his headship, 
are very fully dealt with in a fourteen-page 
Introduction to the latest Annual Report of the 
Librarian of Congress, which was presented 
during the vacancy by the Aéting-Librarian, 
Mr. Verner W. Clapp. 


The Annual Conference of the Scottish 
Library Association was held in Glasgow from 
31st May to 2nd June. 


Occasional Contribution No. 57, issued by the 
University of Kentucky Libraries—Margaret 
I. King Library, Lexington, consists of a 
rather unusual bibliography, “Carlyle’s Early 
Reading, to 1834, with an introductory essay 
on his intellectual development by Hill Shine”. 
The bibliography has taken more than twenty- 
five years to compile and records well over 
3,000 works mentioned by Carlyle in his own 
writings and in his letters. Like other 
“Occasional Contributions” the bibliography 
is issued in typewritten form with a printed 
cover. 


Obituary 
CHARLES NOWELL, 

November 20, 1890—August 9, 1954 
Tue death of Charles Nowell closed the career 
of one of the effective librarians of the first half 
of the century. That word is used with 
deliberation, for, Starting life without other 
advantages than a strong personal character, a 
good presence and a sound social gift which 
life developed fully, he was to become the head 
of our profession and an influence in and out 
of public libraries that will last for many years 
to come. 

He was schooled at the Grammar School of 
his little native town of Kendal, and at fifteen 
began his library apprenticeship in the public 
library there. He went through all duties, 
from dusting and stoking the boiler to charging 
books to readers. He was early on the move, 
however. A short service at Ashton-under- 
Lyne, led up to his appointment to Coventry, 
where he became in two years chief assistant 
under Septimus A. Pitt, a man from whom I 
think he learned many of his successful 
organization methods. At twenty-three he was 
sub-librarian of Norwich City Libraries. Some 
may recall the tall handsome young man who 
was active with his camera on the notables who 
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The MAYBURY method means 


ONE SEVEN bindings 
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at no cost to you! 


MAYBURY MODERN BINDING entirely dis- 
penses with sewing. Instead, an extremely 
powerful, flexible adhesive is used. 

The result is a strong, hard-wearing book 
that is free from undue stiffness, opening 
‘flat’ and giving more than normal service. 


The Maybury process is most economical. 


\ 


| MAYBURY unsewn binding 


On an average, it means that the Library 
gets seven Cr. 8vo. Maybury Bindings as 
against six of the Sewn type per £ of 
expenditure. 

A folder containing full details will be sent 
on request. Sample books in Maybury Bind- 
ings are also available without obligation. 
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On view at the 
Library Association Conference 
Exhibition Sept. 27th—Oct. Ist 
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Remploy Limited, sooksinDING AND PRINTING GROUP, 
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attended the 1920 Library Association Con- 
ference at the East Anglian cathedral city, and 
who left an impression of considerable charm 
upon those who met him. It was the con- 
ference of the first year after the rate-limit 
clause was expunged from the Libraries Aéts, 
and hearts and hopes were high. He had been 
qualifying, too; at a time when former 
librarianship studies were not as usual as now, 
we read classification together ; he was a good 
Student. In the war, then just over in 1920, his 
Studies had been interrupted by service in the 
Artists’ Rifles, a favourite regiment for 
members of the professions, and was out on 
the Western Front. His capital story-telling 
included some pungent experiences of service 
there and in Ireland. 

He succeeded Dr. E. A. Savage as City 
Librarian of Coventry in 1922, where the public 
library system had been tuned up as an excellent 
instrument for his hands. It is notable that 
three librarians at least of capital importance— 
all presidents-to-be of the L.A.—Pitt, Savage 
and himself, were successively in charge at 
Coventry. Nowell, who had great skill in 
committee work to assist him, developed his 
reputation fully there and his work became 
known nationally. In 1925 began his service 
on the L.A. Council. He made himself felt, 
not by speétacular interventions, but by solid 
and sagacious work on‘many committees, and 
I recall most vividly his advocacy of a fair field 
of educational and training opportunity for all 
library Students. Education was throughout 
life a principal interest. He had done a certain 
amount of work in local history at Norwich, 
compiled the Roll of Honour at Coventry, and 
although he wrote no “book” in the common 
sense of the word, he contributed to Double- 
day’s Primer and to Col. J. M. Mitchell’s 
manual for Sma// Municipal Libraries. He was 
chosen by the Carnegie Trustees to produce 
Books for Club Libraries, which developed into 
Books to Read, in 1930 and its 1931 Supplement. 
This was so well done that his successor as 
editor, who had to.change it for the wider circle 
implied in its later title, Books for Youth, found 
much of it entirely admirable and of permanent 
value. 

I believe it was from this service that came 
the invitation from the Trustees to him to visit 
and record his impressions of American public 
libraries. 

Jast retired from the City Librarianship of 
Manchester in 1932, about three years before 
the average time-limit. Those who have read 


his pamphlet, The Planning of a Great Library, 
will know his part in planning and the building 
of the splendid Reference Library. But, as he 
said to me: “The building is now ready for 
the arrangement and settling of the depart- 
ments and of the methods to be employed. It 
would not be fair if I imposed those upon the 
man who will have to administer them; he 
should be allowed to make his own arrange- 
ments” —a completely characteristic attitude of 
that great librarian. Nowell was his successor. 
It was no easy task to follow Jast, as I myself 
know. He impressed his personality so 
Strongly on committee and Staff that his 
methods and standards seemed impregnable. 
In many ways they were. There was a 
tradition of promotion, too, which did not 
view the intrusion of an outsider as controller 
with any enthusiasm. That Nowell surmounted 
both disadvantages his subsequent complete 
success is witness. The Central Library’s half 
million volumes under his direétion were 
brought from the “huts” on Piccadilly to their 
new home with astonishing rapidity and books, 
even during this difficult process, were issued 
from the vans to readers! By the date of the 
official opening of this, the finest library build- 
ing in Europe, by King George V and Queen 
Mary, its many departments were equipped and 
ready. From then the whole service of 
Manchester Libraries has been an enviable 
progress in public work of high order and to 
detail its many beneficent ramifications, often 
introduced quietly and yet of marked effeét, 
for children, the sick, blind, prisoners— 
indeed for all men—and particularly his co- 
operation in making Manchester the centre and 
power house of the North-Western Regional 
Library System, would require more space, 
and more knowledge, than are at my disposal. 
His annual reports form a chronicle of the 
best activities of the large modern library 
system. 

There could have been few meetings of the 
L.A. Council and its committees at which he 
was not present. He made a most efficient 
Chairman of the Council from 1939 to 1945, 
his tact, direct method, and complete im- 
partiality were characteristic and the discipline 
of the meetings was never better. I do not 
know on how many committees he served but 
there can have been few where he did not make 
his presence felt. It was inevitable that he 
should become President, as he did in 1948. 
| hope others will speak of his work for the 
North-Western Branch of which he was 
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INTERBOOK ua 
GERMAN BOOKS 


Large stock of contemporary novels 
Ask for our Lists 


Books sent on approval if required 


12 FITZROY STREET, LONDON, W.| 


LUXFER Ltd. 


National Library of Scotland Edinburgh 
National Central Library London 
University of Montreal * Quebec 
University of Manitoba Winnipeg 
University of British Columbia Vancouver 
University of Orange Free State Bloemfontein 
University College Ibadan Nigeria 


These Libraries recently completed adopted 
the SNEAD SYSTEM by 


LUXFER LIMITED 


Waxlow Road, Harlesden, London, N.W.10 


Telephone: ELGar 7292 Telegrams: Luxfer Harles London 
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JOHN 
SCHRODER 


“MILCOTE” 
ASCOT - BERKS 


Postal Business Only 


RARE BOOKS 
of the 19th and 
20th Centuries 


AUTOGRAPH 


LETTERS 


FINE BINDINGS 
PRIVATE 


PRESS BOOKS 
AND 
LIMITED EDITIONS 


Catalogues Issued 


Books Purchased 


Shop and Showroom : 


9 MONUMENT HILL 
WEYBRIDGE, SURREY 


Book Society 


Choice for September 


THE WILDER 


SHORES OF LOVE 
Lesley Blanch 


The stories of four fascinating nineteenth 
century Europeans who escaped from the 
greying horizons of Europe and found fulfil- 
ment, as women, on wilder, Eastern shores. 


With illustrations 15s. net 


IONIA : 
A Quest 
Freya Stark, C.B.E. 


Ionia is a travel book unlike any other that 
Miss Stark has yet written. As she moves 
about in modern Asia minor she explores 
into history with Herodotus as her particular 
companion and the reader is enabled to relate 
On our own days with an exciting ease. 


With map and illustrations 30s. net 


WITHIN THE TAURUS 
A Journey in Asiatic Turkey 


Lord Kinross 


Against a historic background, Lord Kinross 
travels amongst the modern Turks and sees 
the new Turkey with a keen understanding 
of why jt has become a bastion of Europe 
rather than Asia. 


With illustrations 18s. net 
ROCKS and OLIVES 
Shirley Deane 


Here is a warm sunny picture of a remote 
mountain village in Southern Italy. The 
author lived there with her husband, an artist, 
and is fully attuned to the deep-rooted and 
full-blooded peasant life. 


With line illustrations 


JOHN MUBRAY 


12s. 6d. net 


Sho 
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President, too, with results altogether profit- 
able for that part of England. It was only 
just that Manchester University should confer 
the M.A. degree, Aonoris causa, upon him for 
his services to culture. 


There is so much more that could be said of 


something perhaps of the happi- 
ness of his married and family life; his wife, 
Jessie, has made herself beloved at many 
library gatherings and we knew his joy in the 
company of his two daughters and son. I 
should add a word about the lunch and tea 
groups in which we met in the Members’ 
Room at Chaucer House, when reminiscences, 
experiences and Stories, with kindliness and 
humour, were exchanged, and where he 
endeared himself to so many, for so many years. 
His strength of mind and his fine physique 
were such that we could hardly believe the 
truth that for several years his health was 
liable to desert him at any moment; it some- 
times did, indeed, but he carried on so well 
that his almost sudden passing met us like a 
blow. Our sympathies go most sincerely to 
his wife and children W.C.B.S. 


a good life ; 


Book Selection Guide 
A Descriptive List of Books 
of Interest to Librarians 


PROFESSIONAL 
Book IN Norru America. A 
Directory of Dealers in Secondhand and 
Antiquarian Books in Canada and the 
United States of America. 1954-55. Col. 
map. Sheppard Press. 12s. 6d. net. 

\ useful handlist for librarians and booksellers 
and all interested in the book trade. The direétory is 
arranged alphabetically under geographical locations, 
with name and speciality indexes. A folding map of the 
countries is provided. A note is given regarding the 
book trade in Canada and the United States, together 
with information about the various periodicals and 
organisations of the trade. 
Brisrot Pusiic LisRaries. 

Books in the Bristol Reference Library, 
printed in England and Ireland up to the 
year 1640 and of English Books printed 
abroad during the same period. Corporation 
of Bristol. 4s. 6d. net. 

Bristol is fortunate in possessing a Central Library 
plus tifteen branch libraries throughout the City. The 
people are justly proud of the faé that the history of the 
library has been developing for close upon three and 
a halt centuries. The volume in hand may be looked 
upon as a useful supplement to Pollard and Redgrave’s 
well-known work. 


A Catalogue of 


Krnc (M.) Books and People. Five Decades of 


New York’s Oldest Library. Frontis, 
Illus. New York, Macmillan Co. £1 15s. Od, 
net. 


After nearly fifty years of service at the New York 
Society Library, Miss King has written an interesting 
account of her experiences, combined with an historical 
account of the growth of the Library, from a modeg 
colleétion of six hundred and fifty volumes to its present- 
day premises which houses more than 150,000 volumes, 
The work provides a survey of the reading taste of the 
American Public during the first half of the century, 
and contains many reminiscences and impressions of 
some of the famous people who have used the library, 
contributing much to the social as well as the literary 
history of New York City. The publication of this 
book coincides with the 200th anniversary of New 
York’s oldest library. 

Rose (E.) The Public Library in American 
Life. New York; Columbia University 
Press. London; Geoffrey Cumberlege. 
£1 6s. Od. net. 

The author has written her book with a view to 
interesting the Student in the profession of the librarian 
and she provides in her pages a mass of useful informa- 
tion and opinions which have been gathered from many 
sources. Miss Rose dedicates her work to the Library 
Schools of America, where such institutions are widely 
eStablished. She dwells fully on the Library in its 
relation to Scholarship, and her rich and varied 
experience will prove most useful not only to the 
beginner but to a far larger audience. 

Supyecr INDEX TO PERIODICALS. January- 
March, 1954. General Editor, T. Rowland 
Powel. Library Association. Three 
Quarterly issues and annual cumulation. 
£10 4s. Od. net. (£8 8s. Od. to members.) 

This is the first quarterly issue of the well-known 
Subje& Index to Periodicals which appeared annually 
from 1915 onwards. The work covers more than 300 
British periodicals, and the new format ensures that the 
library Student will be able to keep in touch with the 
current publications. There is a revised list of the 
periodicals indexed. 

SraveLey (R.) Notes on Modern Bibliography. 
Library Association. 10s. Od. net. (7s. 6d 
to members.) 

__ Many post-war problems have arisen in the field 
of bibliography and the author has endeavoured to 
clucidate them. Naturally enough they have affeéted 
the technique of librarianship and he has undertaken no 
light task in summarising the changes, in a compara 
tively small volume of viii, 112 pages. Seétions are 
included on Science and Technology and the Social 
Sciences, on Periodical Publications, on the problems of 
language and translation and three chapters deal with 
Inadequate Records. The publication is based on 
le&tures and students will be able to gather much useful 
information from its pages. 

Tue YEAR’s Work IN LIBRARIANSHIP. Volume 
XVII, 1950. Edited by W. A. Munford. 
The Library Association. {£2 Os. Od. net. 


(£1 10s. Od. to members.) 
This volume is the last to appear in this form. 
Future volumes will be published at five yearly intervals, 
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PETERS’ EDITION 


MUSEUM HOUSE, MUSEUM STREET, LONDON, W.C.1 


Of the new Catalogue Series, the following parts are now available : 


No. la TRADE LIST (20 Pages) 


No. 1 PIANO MUSIC 2s Pages) 

No. 2 ORGAN MUSIC (24 Pages) 

No. 3 STRING and ENSEMBLE MUSIC (24 Pages) 
Solo, Chamber and Ensemble Music for 

No. 4 ORCHESTRAL INSTRUMENTS (6 Pages) 


Wind, Double Bass, Harp, Kettle Drum 


No. 8 BOOKS ON MUSIC 
No.10*/, BRASS BAND 


The further parts are in preparation 


BOOK AUCTION RECORDS 


A PRICED AND ANNOTATED ANNUAL RECORD OF 
LONDON, NEW YORK AND EDINBURGH 
RARE BOOK SALES 


NOW READY :—Vol. 50 (Season 1952 - 53) 
Price 67s. 6d. net 


Reavy :—4TH Gen. INpEx (Vols. 31—40) £12 128. 
stH Gen. INpEx (Vols. 41—45) £12 12s. 


Owing to paper shortage, the issue in Quarterly Parts is suspended until further notice 


HENRY STEVENS, SON & STILES 


(sole Proprietors and Publishers) 
39 GREAT RUSSELL STREET (Museum 0843) LONDON, W.C.1 
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FOUR DOCTRINES 


of the New Jerusalem concerning 
THE LORD 
THE SACRED SCRIPTURE 
LIFE 
FAITH 


by 


Emanuel Swedenborg 


A new translation of these little works is 
available in a composite pocket edition. 
Price 2/- (postage 3d.) 
from 
SWEDENBORG SOCIETY 

(Inc.) 

(Dept. F) 

BLOOMSBURY WAY 


LONDON, W.C.1 


20/21 


covering developments and trends in librarianship. ‘The 
work contains twelve articles by eminent librarians on 
a variety of subjeéts—National and University 
Libraries; School Libraries; Library Praétice ; 
Library Buildings and others of topical interest. The 
Librarian of the Library Association has contributed 
a chapter on Other Matters, and a seleét list of pro- 
fessional books is given at the end. The whole offers 
a syStematic survey of aétivitics in library work during 
the year 1950, 
REFERENCE 
Jounson (W. W.) Compiler. The Gramophone 
Book. A complete guide for all lovers of 
recorded music. Issued by the National 
Federation of Gramophone Companies. 
Hinrichsen Edition Ltd. 9s. 6d. net. 

\ reference book containing information of all 
kinds, of interest to all users of the gramophone. The 
work includes useful lists of current British recordings, 
lists of books and periodicals both musical and technical, 
particulars of the many Socicties and Groups devoted to 
recorded music and a list of public libraries where 
recordings are available for loan, and many other items 
of general knowledge for the music-lover. The book is 
arranged alphabetically in encyclopaedic form, with an 
addendum bringing the information as up-to-date as 
possible. 


WILDHAGEN (Dr. K.) and Heraucourr (Dr. 
W.) English-German German-English Dic- 
tionary intwo volumes. Volume II, German- 
English, Part Il, L—Z. 


Wiesbaden, 


Allen & 


London, 
Unwin. £2 8s. Od. net. 

In our March issue of this year it was pointed out 
how valuable a work this diétionary would prove to be 
when completed. The L—Z volume has now made its 
appearance and should be much appreciated by all 
Students of the two languages. 


Brandstter-Verlag ; 


GENERAL 
Catrncross (A. K.) Ed. The Scottish 
Economy. A Statistical Account of Scottish 
Life by Members of the Staff of Glasgow 
University. Diagrams and Tables. Cam- 
bridge University Press. £1 10s. Od. net. 

Based on material recently made available in the 
Census of Produétion for 1948 and the Census of 
Population for 1951, this comprehensive work should 
be invaluable to all interested in the subjeét. The 
symposium has been prepared by twelve economists and 
social historians who have thoroughly Studied their 
faéts. Detailed lists of tables are included. 

Gitpert (E. W.) Brighton, Old Ocean’s 
Bauble. Frontis. Illus. Methuen. {1 5s. Od. 
net. 

\ scholarly account of the rapid growth of one of 
the most popular of the English resorts, with a com- 
parison to the rise of other well-known holiday towns. 
The author, a Professor of Geography at Oxford, pays 
special attention to the social life of Brighton during the 
Viétorian cra, and the work is brought up-to-date by 
a description of the modern town. Bibliographical 
notes are added at the end, and the book is well 
illustrated with maps and diagrams, and 41 plates 
showing views of historical interests, as well as several 
line drawings in the text. 

Lucas (E. V.) Selected Essays of E. V. Lucas, 
arranged by H. N. Wethered. Methuen. 
10s. 6d. net. 

The famous essayist, E. V. Lucas, who died in 
1938, wrote wittily and well on a varicty of subjects. 
From his large output, Mr. Wethered has seleéted 
examples showing the charm and widespread interest of 
one of the literary figures of his day and has contributed 
a revealing introduction regarding the personality of 
the man himself. 


Ocrizex (D.) Ed. France. McGraw-Hill 
Pocket Travel Guides. Illus., some in 
colour. McGraw-Hill. 15s. Od. net. 

\ handy, concise road-book catering for the needs 
of the general tourist. The work divides the country 
into touring regions, and the itineraries cover the main 
towns and places of interest, enabling the traveller to 
make the most of his holiday. Much praétical informa- 
tion regarding the French way of life in its many 
aspects is given, and the guide-book includes a 
dictionary of useful words and phrases. There are 
numerous maps and drawings in the text, some in 
colour, and also on the endpapers. 
Nicuoias (E.) The Traveller’s Year. 

Evans. 12s. 6d. net. 

Miss Nicholas, a travel correspondent for a well- 
known newspaper, offers a guide to European holiday 
resorts throughout the year, giving the intending 
visitor valuable information not only where to go, but 


Illus. 
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.. BOOKS.. 


New and Secondhand, 
Technical, Foreign, Scientific. 


Secondhand & Xmas 
Catalogues issued 
and enquiries 
welcomed at 


JOHN SMITH & SON 


(Glasgow) Limited 
57-61, 66 & 72 St. Vincent St. 
GLASGOW, C.2 


IMPORTANT NEW BOOKS 
FOR LIBRARIES: ORDER NOW 


A HISTORY OF CHRISTIANITY 
IN YORKSHIRE 
Edited by F. S. POPHAM, 
M.A., M.Bd., Ph.D. 


Chapters by experts on the rise of all branches of the Christian 
Church, succinctly told in nine chapters, with good index. 
Foreword by Sir Thomas Tomlinson, chairman of West Riding 


County Council. 
Cloth boards, price 8/6 net. (Postage 4d.) 


YARNS ON WESSEX PIONEERS 
By ARTHUR G. WILLIS and 
ERNEST H. HAYES 


Hero-stories of courage and devotion, of enterprise and daring 
in the rough old days of Vikings and Norsemen, knights and 
martyrs, in Old Wessex that extended from Taunton to Barking 
and from Oxford to the Southern coast. 

Linson boards, price 4/- net. (Postage 3d.) 


PIPELINE OF POWER 
By F. W. KING 
An unusual history of the Jewish people, told in racy language 


and illustrated by symbols attractive to young people. 
The Old Testament story of how God revealed Himself to 


mankind. 
Linson boards, price 4/- net. (Postage 3d.) 


The Religious Education Press 


LIMITED 
WALLINGTON . SURREY 


BOOK COMPANY 
LIMITED 


Public and County 
Library Booksellers 


MONTAUBAN CHAMBERS 


ST. ANNES-ON-SEA 
LANCS. 


London Showroom at 13 Britton STREET, 
CLERKENWELL Roap, E.C.1 
Tel. Clerkenwell 3250 


JUST PUBLISHED 


FABRIC & 
CLOTHING 
TRADES INDEX 


Comprehensive alphabetically classified 228 
page Directory in 4 Sections. 
(1) Branded Names. (2) London. 
(3) Provinces. (4) Fur, 


of particular interest to concerns dealing with 
| Clothes, Fabrics, Fur, Shoe and Leather 
| Trades and all their accessories. Generous 
discount to Trade and Libraries 


Order today £1 Is. 0d. 


Fabric & Clothing Trades Index 


52 Haymarket, S.W.! 
Tel. : WHitehall 5961 
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ONE MAN TO ANOTHER 


Some of the answers in plain English by a layman. 
By Arthur Ballard, author of ‘Faith with a Pick and 
Shovel."’ This little book meets a need. It sets out in 
an interesting way, and in every day language, an 
ordinary man’s reasons for his faith. Bishop L. H. 
Gwynne says ‘‘!| hope this book will be widely read.”’ 

Cloth, 3s. 6d 


Arthur H. Stockwell Ltd., Ilfracombe, Devon 


the best time of year to see the various places mentioned. 

The book is based on the author’s personal knowledge, 

and besides faétual information, contains her own 

reminiscences and experiences, making interesting 

reading for the many people unable to travel abroad. 

O’Donne t (B.) Crimes that made News. Illus. 
Burke. 12s. 6d. net. 

Mr. O'Donnell has many years’ experience as a 
crime reporter, and tells the “inside” story of some 
notorious crimes. His knowledge of the underworld 
has given him an understanding of both sides of the 
law, and from his experience of police courts and 
murder trials he has written a knowledgeable book. 
SHEWELL-Coorer (W. E.) Enjoy Your Gar- 

dening. Illus. Evans. 8s. 6d. net. 

The many revolutionary ideas concerning garden- 
ing contained in this book have been devised and carried 
out at the Horticultural Training Centre at Thaxted, 
of which the author is the Principal. This useful little 
book emphasises the many labour-saving methods 
available to remove the drudgery so often associated 
with work in the garden and will be greatly appreciated 
by the many readers interested in the subjeét. 


FICTION 
Cicetus (K.) Death of a Town. 
Press. 10s. 6d. net. 

The four short Stories colleéted here include the 
original version of the broadcast tale which gives the 
book its title. Well written, they deal with the realities 
of life. They are all set in foreign surroundings. 
Coiutn-Saitu (J.) The Scorpion on the Stone. 

Barrie. 12s. 6d. net. 

For her second novel, Mrs. Collin-Smith again sets 
the scene in South Africa, telling her Story against 
a background of present day life in Southern Rhodesia. 
The many difficulties and confliés arising between black 
and white are described with an understanding made 
possible by her sympathetic knowledge of the country 
and the people. 

Rocue (P.) O Pale Gallilean. 
10s. 6d. net. 

Life in a seminary near Rome is amusingly 
described in authentic detail in this story. The last of 
the Satyrs is commanded by the Devil to enter the 
body of a young and zealous seminarian with alarming 
results both to the community and to the human 
Satyr, who scandalises his colleagues by his behaviour. 
The produétion and format are embellished by a jacket 
and decorations by Duncan Grant. 


Wurre (A.) Strangers. Harvill Press. 10s. 6d. 
net. 

\ntonia White is well-known as an able writer 

with a keen observation of human habits and failures. 


Harvill 


Harvill Press. 


She has produced a book of short Stories of varying 
length and intensity, one of which gives the book its 
title. They were originally contributed to a scleétion 
of notable periodicals between 1928 and 1949, and 
share with her earlier novels the brisk technique of her 
Storytelling. 


JUNIOR 

Aste (C.) Let’s Write a Story. A guide to 

Storycraft for young writers. Edmund 
Ward. 7s. 6d. net. 

The young would-be author will find much of 
interest in this work, which shows, through examples 
from well-known writers, the development of a Story, 
Step by step from the first idea to the finished tale. Each 
chapter is provided with exercises, for Study and 
practice, which enables the reader to make his own 
attempt at authorship. At the end is a short list of 
reference books for further reading. 
Scorr (P.) The Negro’s 

Hutchinson. 6s. Od. net. 

Algy, with Jeremy, Peter and their dog, spend a 
summer holiday on the coast in an old Welsh castle. 
They are involved in an exciting myStery, including a 
search for buried treasure. This is a suitable adventure 
Story for older children. 


NEW EDITIONS 


Fasric AND CLOTHING TRADES INDEX. In- 
corporating Leather and Allied Trades. 
1954 Edition. Kemp’s Commercial Guides 
Ltd. £1 1s. Od. net. 

The new edition of this direétory, previously 
called the “Gown and Mantle Direétory’’, now includes 
all the many branches of the fabric and clothing trade 
industry, including accessories. This volume has a new 
plastic cover with a spiral binding, and is thumb- 
indexed into four seétions, and lists tirms dealing with 
all aspeéts of the trade, from Artificial flowers to Zipp 
fasteners. 

SamueL (Viscount) Book of Quotations. 
Second Edition. Barrie. 15s. Od. net. 

This colleétion represents a seleétion of the many 
thousand quotations gathered together by Lord 
Samuel during the course of more than half a century. 
This edition has been completely revised, and more 
than a hundred items added since the first publication 
in 1947. The quotations are arranged alphabetically 
in subjeé&t groups, and an author and subjeét index is 
provided. The work will be of interest to the general 
reader and of value to the writer or speaker seeking 
inspiration and ideas. 


PERIODICALS RECEIVED 
The ACCOUNTANTS’ JOURNAL, July, 1954.— 


Ring. Frontis. 


The ASSISTANT LIBRARIAN, August, 1954.— 
BOLETIN de la ASOCIACION CUBANA de 


BIBLIOTECARIOS, Vol. 5, Nos. 2 and 3, Vol. 6, 
No. 2.—BRITISH JOURNAL for the PHILOSOPHY 
of SCIENCE, May, 1954.—COMMUNITY, July, 
1954.—LIBRARIAN, May, 1954.—-LIBRARY ASSO- 
CIATION RECORD, July, 1954.—LIVERPOOL 
BULLETIN, March, 1954. — LONDON QUAR- 
TERLY & HOLBORN REVIEW, July, 1954.— 


NEW ZEALAND LIBRARIES, May, 1954. 
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Correspondence 


Tue Eprror, 
“THe Lisrary Worwp”. 

August 7th, 1954. 
Sir, 

Mr. Hepworth in his article in your July 
issue gives us an admirable, though all too 
familiar, picture of the “Decline of the Local 
Government Librarian”. That there has been 
a serious decline both in status and salary in 
comparison with other chief officials of local 
authorities is undeniable, and in his explanation 
Mr. Hepworth lays the blame at N.A.L.G.O.’s 
door. Dealing with the failure of the J.N.C. to 
consider national gradings for chief librarians, 
he writes: ““N.A.L.G.O. has not even asked 
the employers to consider the case of chief 
librarians”. The J.N.C. (Committee “B’’) is 
composed of thirty members, fifteen represent- 
ing the employers’ associations and fifteen 
representing the officers’ associations. Of these 
latter only two represent N.A.L.G.O.; four 
represent Architects, three represent finance 
officers, three engineers and surveyors, two 
education officers and one deputy officials. 
It was to the officers’ side of the J.N.C. that 
the S.M.C.C.L. made their application, and it 
is the officers’ side, not N.A.L.G.O., who must 
bear the responsibility for the delay in dealing 
with national gradings for chief librarians. 

Turning to assistants, Mr. Hepworth de- 
clares that they have been treated just as 
scurvily as chiefs. When he enquired why 
national gradings for librarians were lower 
than those of various other classes of qualified 
officers, he was told (by the secretary of his 
N.A.L.G.O. branch) that it was the fault of our 
own (Library Association) negotiators. This 
Mr. Hepworth scornfully denies, and no doubt 
he is right. But the finest negotiators must have 
some weapon with which to negotiate, some 
bargaining power, if they are to be successful, 
and the N.A.L.G.O. Secretary might be 
excused for mistaking this lack of bargaining 
power for lack of ability in our negotiators. 
Mr. Hepworth himself, earlier in his article, 
writes: “Twenty years ago the librarian 
hadn’t to compete with a host of officials who 
have outstripped him ”. and wonders, 
“... why authorities who have treated them so 
generously have treated librarians so 


niggardly”. Obviously the “host of officials” 
have convinced local authorities of their value 
to the community, and here I believe, lies the 


cause of our difficulties, for, either through 
modesty or for some other reason, librarians 
have failed in this important task. After more 
than a century of Public Library Service, a 
librarian, in the mind of the public, is one who 
hands out books over the lending library 
counter, and for this attitude the profession 
must bear full responsibility. 

Mr. Hepworth’s main remedy is a trade 
union of qualified assistants working with the 
S.M.C.C.L. This may be necessary, but first 
let us put our house in order. Let the leaders 
of the profession insist that qualified librarians 
are employed exclusively on professional 
duties. Let us concentrate on placing our 
bibliographical and literary knowledge, our 
cataloguing and classifying experience at the 
disposal of the student, the business-man and 
the research worker. Let us make certain that 
the public see and appreciate that a Chartered 
Librarian is not the glorified shop assistant of 
popular imagination, but a highly specialised 
adviser, as essential to the well being of a 
modern community as the teacher, the 
architect, the accountant or the engineer. 

Yours, etc., 
E. W. Moxey. 
Central Library, 
Wallasey. 


Tue Eprror, 
“THe Liprary 

July 20th, 1954. 
Sir, 

Mr. Enser has done well to choose the 
subject of library co-operation for his first 
“Spotlight”; but I cannot think that his 
proposal is either sound or fruitful. 

As Mr. Vollans has pointed out, and Mr. 
Lionel McColvin before him, to make the 
N.C.L. a national lending library is to store 
books where no readers have immediate access 
to them. It necessitates duplication, for special 
libraries and special collections could not be 
allowed to remain incomplete on account of 
the N.C.L. 

Furthermore, the existence of a compre- 
hensive national lending library would result 
in slacker book seleétion at local level. There 
would be the certainty of a copy of everything 
being available sometime. If the selection of 
copyright material were to rest with the 
N.C.L.—and one supposes that it would—the 
Vollans Report has surely demonstrated the 
weakness of a selection which is divorced from 
the assessment of local demand. 
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So far from representing an economy, the 
proposed transtormation of the N.C.L. seems 
an extravagance. Union cataloguing, even tf 
done thoroughly and expensively, would be tar 
cheaper than the Storage of even a small 
proportion of this country’s annual publica 
tions and foreign publications would still ne 
cessitate the continuance of union cataloguing. 

The proposed transter of copy right would 
in fact hit authors and publishers of expensive 
books and deprive them of their natural 
supporters. The books required by a university 
library are far fewer in number and more 
restricted in scope than those which a national 
lending library would claim. 

As to this part of the proposal, Mr. Enser 
has surely misunderstood our professional 
motto, “Ingenia hominum res publica”. I 
would remind him that Trinity College, 
Dublin, itself was endowed in part by the 
Irish booty of English soldiers. Ireland has 
received both good and bad at our hands. It 
would be a pity to deprive her of one of the 
good things for which we can deserve her 
thanks. 

Li. M. Breer, 
Deputy Borough Librarian, 
County Borough of Gateshead, 
Public Libraries, 
Central Public Library, 
Shipe: te, 
Gateshead, 8. 


Tue Epvror, 

“THe Lisrary Worip”. 
August, 1954. 

Sir, 

In your May Editorial comment on my 
Pla for the Student against Ranganathan and 
others in the Librarian tor Oétober, 1953, you 
kindly said that I laid about me “in gallant 
fashion”, but apparently in my gallantry I did 
not make myself clear as | had hoped to be, so 
may I try now to be clearer, if less gallant. 

Firstly, by way of minor correction, | am 
not librarian of Sydney, nor chairman of the 
N.S.W. library education board; there is no 
such board, and as exactly stated in a footnote 
to my article, | am “Principal Librarian, Public 
Library of N.S.W., and Chairman, Board of 
Examination, Library Association of Australia”. 

I objected to the student being required to 
read so much, but mainly because | estimated 
that 64°, of it is what I called hocus pocus, 
unintentional and well meant, but still hocus 
pocus. I agree that subject indexing goes 
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beyond what “is required in the averagg 
library”, if you mean by that the average publie 
library ; | do not agree that Ranganathan and 
others are “clarifying relations of subjeéts ag 
has never been done betore”, for any type of 
library or catalogue or bibliography, or that 
“it is too early to say what these studies may 
lead to”. Already too little has been said too 
late. From Richardson to the latest would-be 
philosopher they lead to nonsense and 
contusion. 

If any one of their conflicting theories of an 
order of the sciences, or of subjeét relations 
were true, it would necessarily be true for 
things far more fundamental and important 
than subject bibliography, as indeed Bliss and 
Burgess assert; and its authors would have 
first rank as philosophers. None of them have 
any rank at all, and I believe that if the real 
philosophers really knew what librarians are 
swallowing, they would laugh at our credulity 
and be amazed at our illiteracy. 

I believe our 1901-1950 period of develop. 
ment in subject bibliography is comparable to 
that of astronomy and chemistry in the days of 
astrology and alchemy, but that we should 
now recognise this and no more impose its 
conjurers on our Students than our professors 
of science impose those of the sixteenth century 
on theirs. And of course the first step would 
be not to let them impose on ourselves. 

The question, therefore, is only secondarily 
one of concern for our students, though I took 
it up in their interest; it is a question of 
concern for us, our pretensions and our 
professions. I state my position unequivocally, 
especially that anything we can accept of 
subject order and analysis must have general 
application and recognition, and I am ready to 
face the judgment of recognised philosophers 
and logicians which I suggested the Library 
\ssociation should obtain on our mete 
physical fellows. Are they ? 

It is easy to do what in fact I did before T 
published, submit my article and the particulat 
work I criticised, and others, for professional 
opinion on their solutions of the philosophical 
problems which, as Edwards said, “have 
occupied and divided metaphysicians in all 
ages”. 

Yours, etc., 
Joun MErcALFE. 


The Public Library of New South Wales, 
Macquarie Street, 
Sydney. 


i 
| 
| 


